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CONORD TOWY.

Interesting Sketch ot the Revolution-
ary Birthplace.

AND  UNCHANGED.

UNCHANGING

THE TOWN OF CONCORD,
CoNgomp, Mass,, April 14, 1878,
Concord 18 indeed a pleasanl town, aod thoagh
Mr, James Russell Lowell has sung of its modern
population that

—noWadnys the Lridge ain't Wat Luey show
50 much ez Em’son, Hawiboroe and Thoreau,

it is the grandest village in wll America in its past
aa woll as 1ts preseut, *Concord Oght' nas given
It & hlstory wulch no otheér town can justly claim,
and It pas, bamides, malpteioed itsell so well in
pearing 1t8 proud pre.eminenoce that nobody wul
deny that it |8 10 every way worthy of 11s history.
Peopie wio pavo been soundlog the praises of
New England have made It typloal o1 New England
towns 1o general; but the truth is 1T 18 as mush un-
like the manufacturing viliages as the adohe ham,
lets of New Mexico. [n the Iactory towns the
honses are not boilt in streets, tut set ap In rows.
Une dwelling 18 a8 much llke apother as the
prother tenpins In a bowiing siley, In Concord
sach house Beirays the taste of ite owner, and
nearly every aweliing has e wradis
ttons and its story. Coming Into the il
lage by the Lexington  road—the Wway
the grenadiers oame in 1776—the firat bullds
Ing of nnte {& the Wayside School in the honse
built by Hawthorne when he determined to desert
the Ola Manse, It 18 & wooden siructare, Lwo stos
ries in helght, and {8 surmouated by & little box
spverlooking the rool In woich the sky romancist
bad bis stody. This box was accessible only by a
trap, upon which the novellst placed his library
shatr, and, by thus keeping tne world at bay, jos-
ifled the lines of the poet in which he is desoribed
i one
——with genius so shrinking and rare
m‘hgﬁ hardiy at first see Lhe sirength that s
& N

A littie further on and stuil nearer the village is
Aleott’s residence, the home also of his two
gited dsughters.’ It 18 au old house, neglected
in appearance, but surrcunded by ample grounds,
which are capable of belng made very lovely in
the springtime and summer. A rusiic lence, now
slso much in decay, bullt of pine and cedar
pranches, gathered (rom the nelgnboring thickets
snod woven togetner by Mr. Alcott's own hands,
snoloses the grounds and separates ibem from
the street, Across the way and still a litile
pearer the village, just before the turn of the
road and the ridge, wnion forms the background
of all this picture, reveals the more thickly set-
feda part of the town, is the dwelling of Ralph
Waldo Emerson, It 18 a sguare house, without
pretensions, and lnoks charms of any kKiod
in its sitoation and surroundings. The ground
on which it stands s low and almost marsby, and
belng across the street it has not the ridge benind
1t a8 Dave she others to lend & picturesqueness.
Then comes the village proper, hugging she kill on
the porth and east and Kkissing the river to the
sonth and west, Here the main street Intersects
the road, extending (rom & point opposiie the oid
graveyard, which forms’ the ocentre of the rdge,
almost in the direction of the old Sountn Bridge,
held by & company of Dritish grenadiers April 19,
1176, while thelr comrades were belng beaten &
mile below. On this street 18 the house where
pext Sundsy President Grans, like Hosea Biglow,

i —- ! the jod
Whoose garding wvnll.n‘:lenrl ntg :h'o‘?mr'l edge.

‘- Near to Judge Hoar's 1s the rural retreat of Mr.
Frederic Huason, wnose “‘History of Journalism
in the United states’ 1s a proud monument Lo nis
pwn schievements in the joarnslistio projes-
slon. Thoreau, who was a recluse, lived iarther
awsy at Walden FPond, while pear the North
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olic cnurch, surmounted with the symbol =0 hurt-
1al to the Puritsn conscience, right in the Leart of
the village. Eo also the poet could sing with trath
of Emerson, who is the great bigh prieat of Con-
ecord pmlosophy to-day. as his grandiather was
the coief judge and arbiter of Concord theology &
hundred years ago, 1nat

'Tis refreshing to old-fasbioned pooglc 1ike mea
To meet such & primitive pagan as he,

In whose mind all creation {8 duly reapected
As parts of himseli—just a licile projected.

But, 1 spite of i1ts Catholic church sod its
Unitarian departure {rom old-fashioned FPresby-
terianism and 8 pagan philosophy, Concord s
still, as [ sald before, almost a Puritan town, and
in prooi of it I submis the following corions doocu-
ment, which I encountered everywhere In my
rambles over the village i—

COMMUNWEALTH

—F—
MASSACHUSETTS,
MmpLesex, ss. To either of the Constables of the
Town ol Conocord.

GREBTING {=
T T et
and wara t sl
!IRgl’ PARISH IN CONCORD

Bridge, wnere tue first batile of the Revol
took place 18 the Old Manse, colebrated as the
resiaence of the Rev. Willlam Emerson, the grand-
atber of the Cariyle of Concord and the minister
pers io the Revolutiopary era. Mr, Emerson
wsitpessed the batile Detween the men whom his
grandson has so graodly named the “ambattied
[armers” and tne Britlsh grenadiers from an
spper window of his nouss, which commanded &
riew of both positions, and he testified in his
fiary that atter tne invader discharged hia frst
shot he ‘‘was uneasy Uil the fire was returnea,"”
thosgh be xnew that “thelr Dumbers were more
than treble ours.”
THE PROVINCIAL PARADE GROUND.

Ine apot overlooked by the bold and patriotie
Conecord clergyman, 800D t0 become so (amous ln
Bistory, 18 DOW known &8 the Provinoial Parade
@round, Tue Engush wers Orss on the ground
snd beid the town. It waa & long walt which the
patriota nad toas night, lor Mr, Longfellow nas
t0id us o his cantering verss of the midnight
vide of Panl Revere that—

t was one by the village clock
{\'nn be nl{upld into Lexington.

And the poet added, with sometuiog of poetic
license, it must Le coniessed, toat—
t was two by the village el
Ilnln he asmt’m the bridge 1?&:“ town,
He neard the vleasing oi the fock
And the twitter of birds among the trees,

‘And feit the ureath ol the morning breeze
Biowing over the meadows browa.

It Panl Revers nad resched Conecord at ail that
mizht he would aave come L0 'he town befors he
got 1o the bridge; boi the truth s that he waa
eaptured st Lexington, and the rest of his sell-
imposed duty Was pertormed by Sawuel Prescott,
s young doctor belonging to Concord, wno carried
the news of 1he aTay o0 Lhe green to bis towos
man. But this is bistory, and wa have only to do
with the parsde ground, where the provincials
marched down from the coniiguous siopes to
pattie for thelr country. It & beautifui sput by
nature, and capable of every adornmen:t which
art can bestow. The laay siream creeps iaiy by,
and on its banks, where they jell that day, sleep
the two British soldiers, the first of the enemy to
fall in the stroggle lor American Independence.
A swons wall, extonding (rom ihe river to the
hghway, has been pullt over thelr grave, and a
ruda stone, rudely carved, tells the piace of
their sepuitore, Near by s the voilve tablet
ramed 1o 1838 to commemorate the deed,
ADd ACrOSA the stream, now A8 then spanned by s
simple bridge, 18 the spot whers the ‘‘embatiled
iarmers" stood and Davis and Hosmer feil. Toe
pew statoe Of the “minute man'’ leaving Dis
piougn tuined (o the furrow, Dbui bearing bis
trasty rifle with him, bas been erected here: and
here, to alght of ths hilla irom which the provin.
slals filed two and two to the music of the ~“White
Cookade.” It will be nnvetled on Monday. The
scene has changed putlittie in a nundred years, and
the spirit whicn animated the American people then
still sarvives to find expression on this spos. The
pills ana fleids are stlii the same, & 1ew fences
more and & few siones (eas bheiog the only changes
wrought by time in the arena of the Uongord fight.
An 1 atood on this nisturlc ground Lhis moroing,
the early sunshine batdiog the bids with life and
light, and recailed all thal had ever beea teld me
of toat glorions day, toe whole scene seemed to
reawsken in my imagioation, sud | eouid almost
woe Lhe astoniahed grenadiers turh and fee by the
road they had come. wWhile

—tli® farmers gave them ball for bail
From Henind each fence and barayard wall
shusing the redeosts Juwn 'he lans,
uen crossing the fleids o emerge again
Under the trees al tie turn of (he road,
Alil Only pausing to fire and onad.
UNCHANGING CONCORD.

Few battia scenes bave undergons so few
whanges In twelve years the marks of tne greas
siraggle et Gettysburg have been more obiiter-
ated than the feld of Concord fight 1o & hundred,
But Concord 1a slow to change In any respect. It
clings as tenaciously to 114 old eustoms as to |'s
old memories, Ko sirikmgly 18 this fact tllostrated
thiat 16 s simost & Puritan viliage Lo-day, Troe,
the Ir 8l hdve come here as they come everywhere
where they are needed—Pat to do the lfarmwork,
whieh Jouu Hancock, as & boy, wonld haraly bave
deigned to ragnse, and Biadgel (o do the cooking
sud baking, In which Derothy @uincy was an
sdent: and thor have bullt their snug li+tle Oath

in said, County of Middlesux, 10 meet at the Vestry
of the Mecting House of surd First Parls

on MosNDAY, the 121 day of April jast.,
at seven and one-Dall o’clock 1n the f“mn:a"ln then
and tbere to woi and vorte ucom the Wikg

mlcugl, 10 witi—
1st—To choose a Moderator.
20-5To pear and act upon the report of the
i Commitiee,
To hear ahd act npon the report of tne
Trustees of the Congregational Miniaterial Fund,
dta—To coouse wll Parisn umcers lor che ensuing

ar,
”un...ro soe If the Parish will dispense with the
Evening Service auring the summer rmontos,
mllh—-'l'o ralse mu.nr.r for il Parochial pacp

T the ensuIDE yeAr,

Tth—To ltl'll’ tne Parish will ix any time for

the Payment vl TaXes, or aol iD any way In regard
10 the same.

And you are hereby directed to serve ihis war-
TADi bY posting coples thereol, by you atiested,
1o &t least taree pubilc places in aald town, one
of wnicn shall be at the door o the Meeting Flouse.
elgat days and including two Sundays belore saln
12th day of April, ana o nave this warrans, with
Fyour doings tnercon, at sald mseting.

Witoess our bands this third day of April, In
the year of oor Lord one tbousand elght nundred
and seventy-dve.

‘-."r%%v?‘i«"‘:i.‘m‘ Partn
GEORGE P, oW, ) Committes,

A true copy: Attest, =

The Consiable atiests this with his owa hand
and publishes it, and all the members of the First
eharch are as much bound LY (t us the people o
New York are bound by the action of the Tax Com-
missioners or wbatever budy It Is (hat has
AULDOFILY bu Assasa them, B0 that it Will be feen
that in Congord religion is stlil & matter of the
State of which the minions of the iaw nave oMcial
cognigance. (niy one or two parishes besides—
probably only Quiney—atill retains tals relic of
Furitanism; but it is, | think, conc.usive proof
that Concord 1s cnchanging Concord,

THE TOWN LIBRARY OF CONCORD.

But If Concord is slower than mowst placesin
some respects s I8 also Mmster than all other towna
in others. It has, for lnstance, the best town
library 1n the United States; the most nnique, the
bandsomest and the siriest bullding; the best
seleciion of bhooks and the largest namber and
best sel of readers, The bLulding w the gitt of
Willism Munroe, who wus & Boston mearohant resi-
dent in theé town. He piaoned amd built it at
hia own expeonse, and left & suMicient jund to pre-
vent It from ever golng to decay, snd then dia
not even ask or consent that it should oe called
by his oame. Mr. Munroe’s bust bas been placed
in the library spartment, just in [ront ol the
alocove devoted to “Concord authors' and this
|s the only evidence of his munificence to be
seen Anywnere about the Luiding, The Concord
alcove contalos the writlugs of Kmerson, Haw.
thorne, Thoread, (he Alcouts, (ather and dsughier;
Mrs. Jane Austin, and others of searcely less note
than some of these. Among Lhe curiosities of snia
alcove 1a & volume of sermons preached in Con-

eord more than 230 years ago. ‘Ihe titie of tnls
boOK 18 as follows:—
THE GOSrEL COVENANT! OR, THE COVENANT OF

GHACE OFENED—
whereln are explained

). The diference beiween the covenant of grace
and covenant of worka,

2. The difterent administration ol the covenant
beiore and since Uhrist

4, The veuefits and Liessings of ln

4. Tue condition,

5. Tne properties of it

Preached in Concord, in New Engiand, by Peter
Bulkeiey, someiime fellow of John's Colledge, In
Cambrides.

Facisted aceording to order.

London, printed by M. 8, for Benjamin Allen
Anu are to e sold ut the Croune, in Popes-nead
Alley, 1648,

This old book was pleked up In London by Mr.
George F. Hoar, member of Congress [rom Wor-
cester, and by mm I6 Was presented to the library
of his pative town LWO years sgo. [ suoch & town,
with sueh & ubrary and soch assoclations smd
such gresat men, IS 18 0o wonder we sbouid be
toid—

Yonder, calm a8 & cloud, Alcott sialke in a dream,
And (ancics himseif 10 Lty groves, Acatems,
With the Parthenon nigh and the wilve boes o'er

him,
And never o fact to perplex Mm or bore Mm,
With i snug ruom at Plato’s when nignt comps to
walk to,
And people irom mornieg Ul midnight to tulk to,

The inhaviiants are o8 remerkable us the town
fiseli; put it Wouid 1RE” & voiume to teil even Lall
o! whist | know atone them,

CONCORD OELEDHATIONS IN THR PART.
As Uopcord flght tegan the American Revoln

.

tion, so Concord town has beem oclebrating It
ever since, In 1625, Oity years alver the confict at
North Bridge, the corner stone of s monument
was !aid In the centre ol the village to commem-
orate the event. Edward Everets, then in the
ireshness and splendor of his pawers as an orator,
delivered the oratlon—one of the greatest efforts
of nis life.  Tn 1856 the modest monument on the
Aite of the Britlsh position was erected, and it waa
for that cccasion Ralpn Waldo Emerson wrots the
Aplenald hymo now so o.ten quoted. [n 1850 there
Was s general celabration at Cooocord of ali the
towns, Lexington participaring. Onthis o casion
Robert Rantoul, Jr., of Beverly, was the orator,
and Everett was present smnd made one of the
alter-dinner speecher. Ruing Choate was also
BWong the guesis, and responded to the toast of
“Lexington Common and Concord North Bridee,"
closing with his ismous sentiment of *American
Natlonality.” On the peatform were Jonathan
Harrington, of Lexington, aged ninets-two, and
Amos Baker, of Lincoln, of the age of mnecy-lour,
bota participants in the eventa of that grand 10th
of Apri. Baker was in the fight &t the bridge, and
Barrington the fier of the Lexington compauy,
Both now sieep with their somrades '.m
bafore, nnd there are Ww even of the of
these grand old pacrioss left o participate in
centenaial of their glory. Wheu the nexs conte.
Dial soniversary of the “Concord fight™ 1s reachsd,
none of those who now celebrate its first century
of vlessings will be altve to commemorate the sec-
ond ; but who can doubt shat out of these patriode
estivities, and those which are to follow Iu e
Dext eight years, linerty wiil take & new birth asd
our grandohildren and great-grandchildren re-
eeive thromgh us the glit which came [rom oar
grandrathers and great-grandfathers, It 18 a com-
summation most devoutly to te wished, and we
eAn omy pray tha: the exclamation of Bamuel
Adams, when he beard the guns at Lexington,
*This is & glorious mornlog!" mar prove as troly
propnetic in the jusure as they have proved la tae
past.

OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLUTION.
CoxCORD, Mass, April 18, 1875,
l; this rude bridge that crossed the
helr flag o an&l'n breese unfurioe
1iere ance the ambattied tarme re stood
And o tho sanot heard round the world,

It in only natural, perhaps, toat a huadred years
after the Amertcan Revointion Lexington and
Qoncord should e ngnting she first battle of the
War OVer agsin. Whatever pains we may take to
secure the trush of history it is never sure. It
Was a great point with our ancestors thattohe war
for Independence should begin a8 & war of resisi-
ance, and this being the case |t becomes & grave
and imporisot question with os who fired that
firne sno:, which Lora Coatham predicted would
soparate the two countries. On the part of the
British many blows were strack before he
ernel massaere at LeXlogion aroused the
American peopia to sction; bat the blows were
pot relurned tiil that Aprll morning when “a
flock of Yankees" met the Gower of the British
army at Comcord Bridge. All this is now a mooted
potat: but as 1o the (act, I sunk snere s Lo
ampiest testimony, One day those “ambatiied
farmera’” fought agninst the King, and they swore
to the cocurrences the next belore the King's jos
tices of the pesce. At shat time Lexington d
pot claim to have returned Major Pitenirn's fire,
while Concord boldly avowed tne reaistance whidk
gave the Old North Bridge the firss piace in Amaes
fcan mistory. Mr. Eaward Everett Hals tells m
that when a New England pstorian reisted 10
Henry ulay the story of the deposiiions whnbb
foliowed the batties of the 19th of April, 1775 hie
great orator and statesman was much amusd
and sald, *Teil me that again.” It somebow
meoma mocessary to tell It once more aiter the
lapse of 100 years, for, notwithstanding the pains
that were laken to securs she truta of histofy,
Lexinglon and Concord are Mr from agreelg
about 1t to-day. Each s getting up s oeledbratbn
of 1ts own, and there 18 nimost as n*auuﬁl
overitns when it was learned from Paol Me
and Ebenezer Dorr and Dr. Samuer Prescott’
Lisutenan® Coionel Smith's colomn had been
ried over Irom Hoston to Fhipp's iarm, in
bridge, durlag 'he night, and was ou the wayio
destroy the previaeial stores at Concord. Itis 's
very pretty quarrel as it stands,” and has besn
the source ol some LTIght Wit as well as warm
controversy. Major Pitealrn’'s unforinnate pisto.
shiot on Lexington Commnn led to the Nest lose of
Iife in the American Hsvoluiton. The volley fired
by the British o that historic town killed eignt of
the patriots and wounded many others, but thems
Wwis no resistance, and the column pressed on o
Concord. Hers Smiin's force was met by the
“Miuute Men' (rom Acton and other Deighloring
towns, the determination of Revere to

———apread ﬂn niarm
Through every Midalesex village and famn
For l.:! aonngv folks to be up and arm

having been accomplisned IAr and wias, and the
twa men kilied on the spot where the new siatae
bas been erected were hoth Acton men. Tnis jed
to the famous foast at the Unionh celedration &
quarter of & century ago, proposed by «

man :—*“Coneord fAght—Concord gave the gro

an oton furnehod the men' Bat as between
Lexington apd Concord It has como to B no
joking matter, though the Iact that they subald
be quarreliing over the glories of the

what point the war began. Tnis 18 a poor pan I
know, but I do nor helleve the after-dinner
Epeeches next Monday will supply a better one,
And at any rate It 18 not more absurd than to ses
these penple fighting the first battle of the Revo.
lotlon all over agmin. To my mind the guaint
pliraseology ol 0 nundred years ago delermines
the whole matter In dispute, and forever setties
the question as ro which place I8 entitled to the
most credis lor that day when

—{he emhbntiled farmers stood
And fired the shot heara round 1he world,

It was the custom of our grandfathera to speak
of “Lexington alarm" and *“Comocord fAght,” ana
“$he shot hesra round rhe world" wes nos fired
thl grevadier and patriot met iace to face at Yon.
cord Bridge. There mever was a “*battie of Lex.
ington™ at alluntil after “Concora fight,” as the
bridge han been telllng the *“‘moniment” now
hese many years, and | for ons, while confessing
& proper American reverence [or everybody's
Arandfather, do not hesitate Lo siy that on the
10th or April, 1775, Ralph Waldo Emerson’s had the
aavantage of Theodore Parker's. 1t may be trus
enough that when old John Parker saw the gre

coming a8 n¢ walted ;or them by the m
g ouse In Lexington, his singl: drum beating
the first noie of reaistance a1 the watle, le
uttersa the words artributed to mim by tradition,
S]f they mean 1o have war, let it begin here."
But it s more certaim that the response to Pit-
calrn's even more lamons utterance, “Ye villains,
ye rebels, disperss! Damn ye! Wuy don't ye lay
down your arms and AQisperse!" was complete,
il not mstaut obedience, Willlam Emerson,
of Concord, om the other hand, testified in bis
diary that he ‘‘was nneasy till the fire was re-
turned,’” and he saw It refurned with interest as
8000 Almost o8 1% was received. Captuin Parker
himsell asclared thai he ordered his cumpany to
disperse ana not to fire, and it 1s only repeating
80 old story to say that the Lexington patriots
did pot return the fire of sheir enemies, Mr.
Edward Evereit Haie to Whe contrary notwith-
sianding. It most have been so or else the depo-
sitions which Mr. Hale cells us were to “secore
the truth of history" were a cowardiy lie. This ls
& conciusion 1, lor one, would be siow 10 aoceps,
and it certalnly refiects no discredis opon the 180
miiitia of he Lexington company—ouly sixiy of
whom conld be nastily got togesher when tne erv
was raisea, “The Hezulsrs are coming"—that
they Islled to resist 500 greoadiers trained 1o arms
and seeking to provoke a confllet,
TR PEEPARATIONS FOR WAR

Before attempiing to pietare the historic scenes,
80 fuil of fruisinl themes for the his orian and poes
as weil as the patriot, It 19 necessary to have s
clear understanding of tbe events which led to the
“Concord fight." The provinoe of Massachusetts,
and, indeed, all the provinces, under sbe leaders
ship of men ike Hancock and the Adamaes, John
and samuel, were ripe for rebeliton, If not yet pre-

fpared or revolusion. A provinelsi Congress had
seen established at Saiem ana Concord, aud the
militis was organized for resistance In case ol
necessity. Military stores were pruvided, and
this quiet Massacousetts viliage, Dow ecspec
cially remarxkable sa the home of philosopay
and rthe seal of ihe muses, then tbe prinei.
pal imiand town in New Engisnd, was the enlel
siorehonse of the provisions. Every farmer’s barn,
tre Town Honse, the Uours Houss, the tavern
shed and the miller's [oft all wers ulled with the
mupiments and munitions of war. Tents, can.
non, oAriridges, caniesus, cartouch boxes, round
#hot, grape, osoister, sbeils, spades, picks, bill
books, axes, wheelbarrows, wooden plates aad
spoons, balsters, belts and saddles, rice, fsn and
floar and many other articies “too numerocus to
mention,” were collected bere, and Colonel
James Barrett was made the custodian of all
these treasares. Tone Committee of Safety amd
Supplies by whieh this aston:shing outfl: had been
gaibered—ibe tenis alome numbering 1,100—
aware ol Its Aangerous character as well as it
precious quality, not only enjoined Coionel Bar-
reit 1o “Keep waich day and might" over the
stores, but mever to ‘so much a8 mention ibe
pame powder, lest our enemies snould take
advantage of " Ar the same time Gen-
eral Gage bad an army at Boston ready
to queil the apirit of resistance everywhers mani-
feat, and an the Concord secrot could not be kKept,
such secrets being as ansafe as a woman's, the cap.
sure ol the Concord store houses and the destruo-
wion of the steTes Was A pecessitv. He took nis
measures accordingiy, LUt DI LIOVements were as
diMouls of concesiment ms Lhe presence of the
mintary stores at Concord. 1f tories stole to
Boston to t#ll of the doings of the patriots she
patriots were equally alert and active in waiching
the operations of the Uritish, Gage's Intended
movement waa revenled cven before It begun., A
Sabbling woman, partly intoxieated, spoxe of 1%
in Hall's disuliery. A sergeant major communk
eated 1t to Jasper, the gonsmithy, No soomer had
{t begun than Dorr, tne leather dresser, carried
the naws over Boston Neck and through Roxbury
to Lexingten, while Paul Hevere, impatiensly
walving fof the signal IEHLe in the spirs of the od
Sorth charen, was ready 1o galiop away on the
gatue errand, The story of that midmight journey
han o/ten been Joid, bat never so well as In Long-
fellow’s neautifal verse, which rivais even Bu-
chanan Head's dasting deseription of the not less
jnmons ride ol “Rieridan, Sherdan, Cavairy Sheri-

past o their present determined wayp s
10 (880l & Joke, whe whole point ut issue belug at

dan,™ pearly & bundred years later, 1t wis naces.

8ary to pass through the village to reach Clark's
house, where Hancoek and Adams were staying,
and one can almost see, us with Revere's eyes
to-day,

== the giided wontharoook

Swim 1o the moonlient s he passod; *

And the meetine honse windows biank and bare,
Gage atthim with 1 spee £al ginre,

Aeif they alvendy stood azhast

At the bloody wurk thoy woull look wpon,

MARCH OF THE GHEXADIERS,

The news thus scattered over the country was
responded 1o by the minute-men It all the towns
from Cambridge to Conecord, anl Colonel Smith,
Who was In command of the colump, saw the
necessity ol scoding back for reiniorcements,
even before he was fairly on nis way. Tnese,
under Lord Percy, aid not rench nim til he waa
far oo nis reiurn, heaten, dispirited and almost
destroyed, and 1t 18 no wonder that Perev. too,
was doomed to disaster when (L 18 remembered
that & Roxbury boy, who sat on a wall 10 see
Bim pass, recailing the legend of ma noble house,
ommously said to pim, “You go ount by Yankeas
Doodle bt you will come back by Chevy Chase."
The main foree leit Boston B ten o'clock at
night on the i8th, the geood] people of that
town pelug usually In  taeld beds boiore
thas hour. Emburking in boats supplied by the
naval vessels in the harbor, the little army was
conveyed irom the vo tom of the Common, Dear
wWhere the old Providence depot stood, to Lech-
mere's Point, not iar from where tho Insane
Asyium now s'anads, Theuce it took ap lis marca
through Camoridge and Metonomy, mow West
Cambridge, toward Lextogton., Major Mucairn
wasin the advance with six companies ol light
wnfantry. 1tis pot certaln whetner he Koow tnat
old Jonn Parker, the grandiather of Theodore, was
waitiog 1o recelve bim on the littie green in ifuns
of Lexingion church, but at ali events he did nis
work so well that Parker belleved no eucmy was
coming, o spite of the mewa which Revere had
brought, and dismissed his company t> mect as
the tap ot tne drum. Pltcairn eaptured
all bis wcouts excopt oue, Thaddeus Bow.
man, who reache! Lexiogton Jjust in time
to ailow the militia 1o form Im 1Wo ranks a little
porth ol the meesing house, while the Engisn
were 80 Dear they could hear the arum eall the
men 10 arme, The march was immodiately hast-
end to & double-quick, Piteatrn gailoping ln ad-
vapce and uttering that historie exelamatiion
which will make bis name execrated while the
history of the American Revolotion is recited.
Tuers were some desnitory shots from the Eng-
lhish, and theo a volley from the whole llae, the
Americans being quickly dispersed, witn a loss of
elght kilied and nine wounded. They sieep near
where they lell, a modest monument noting their
last resting place. Thers may bDave been oue or
two shots fired in response, though even on this
point anshorities differ, but the Enmlish gave
three cheers in recognition of vic'ory, Aud presscd
on to Cuncord, where they capiared the town and
took possession of born bridges,

1HE ECENE OF ACTION.

Sunday was & splenald day. Tne skies were
blue sod bright and the air as oslmy as in mid-
summer. Though the prospect was not so fine as
on the 19th of April, 1775, the grass not yet veing
green nor the trees In blossom, I was just the
day to see, [or the first iime, the scene of action
at North Bridge, Copcord, one hundred yeara ago,
In tne sfiernoon | walked down Mooument sireet
to e brioge to look 8t toe spol wiere Irsedom’s
baltie In America began with shor and shbeil
Bomebody told me an apcestor of General Grant
WA in the trar, and as [ looked upon 10e soene—
two  hilimaes geotly sioping down _to the
piactd river woich creeps rather tbhan
rans between, and recalied (he fwet that the
President s to be hers Ina lew days to take
part in the coming festivities, [ thought of an in-
cidental chav I once had with him on the art of
war. which bas a peculiar appositeness wheo ap-
piied to tha events of the fleld upon which | was
gazing. Thin was the conversation :—

“You have Iately returned from Cube, Mr. Cor
respondent 1

“Yea, Your Exceliency."

~How do the Spanlards and Cobans fight **

“From different sides of huil, Mr. President.”

“And where 4o they put the hills 1"

“Hetween them."

“An |" he said, laugliog very beartily, *1don’s
think we ever did that, but io our war both sides
occasionpaily lound & siream beiween the two
Armies s grestoonvenienc .’

It must bs Gunlessed it was s decided con-
venjence o both sides at “Concord MAubt' Ir
there bAd been Do river tiere would nave boen no
vridge and il there bad been nu bridae, I Delleve,
there would iave been no battie. It was a nioe,
romantic baitle Held to march down to; 1t was
even, as the British founa it & good plage to run
Away (rom. | thIDE Ehe Stream gave courage fo
both sldes—to 1he Americins (o Bitack, 10 the
Engitsh 1o fiee. As [ invoked upon the seens | conld
fancy |saw Colonel Swith's jorce nolaing \he
bridge, while tae lovely slopes beyond were made
to appens ternbly earnest by the litkle band of
patriots whom Emerson has so felicitonsiy ealled
the “embattled larmers” Slowly the gathering
‘minute-men.” too weak in pumbers to meet the
enemy, had retreated betore ihe torees of His Ma-
jes v the King untdl the town was ¢compierely m
wne hands of the invader, while iis delencers wern
on Ponkawtassst Hill, neariy a e away oo the
other slda of the river. The villaens of Ooncord e

"y
i

[ bult along the outer ouse of & semiuls« s+ 7,
| which extends irom Hawtnorne's pew
| the Ola Maoae, from which he gathers

| deligate mosses, The ensmy eaterad b :
ingion road, coverng tne Tiogs with t
mishers as he advanced. Wnea frat se-p
Concord militia he had passea whe spot

Raiph Waldo Emoerson remides and was

I8 now the centrée of ths town. As

bad Lesn taten the day before to roun
stores Colonel Smith found lrrle

but Do balted Lis forces for soms time

ing for the reinforcomsnts he had feosnd
Durng his stay Majos Pileiirn, who wos o

iog 1ellow, but no Lord Dandreary for »l !
entercd the village tavern and poored our o o
of braudy, which he swoetened to M8 (& i

not finding & Apoon vo atiF it he mixea it wik &

fingers, At the samo time he aald fo olafl 70 o0
fashion that that was the wWav he wowl! 2L us
the biood of the Yankecs beiore tne dog 1= vor,
Suome nhours later ne was unborssd o v ad
going away, deieatoa and disgiaced, In 'lin can
llest eneraving of \hese scenes he |6 reprennied
s atandmg with o ApY-Iass 1o M8 hood
old vemersry tn the middlg o thy v lus i
graveyard lorming & part of the ridge, o) .
to thi= day a striking featare of the olo Los
“coxcorn PIGHT.™

Whnite Plterirn was drinklng in the 1o sor 14

the ridgn

surveying the scone rom

cemelery. the patriot fores was rapioly ous oo
ing. snd Smitn's delay proved pregions = e 19
them. At lnst the main pody of the easin o
onee more, however, and, nRssinog tue O Choan,
where the voung minieter of the towe, aonn
Waido Emerson’s erandiather, the: re:0 o
gaitherea beur ithe North Bridge, v B

manded the village and separated it 1r

fepders, A detnchmant wos s@nt acros ‘o réorch
1or the srores belleved (o be secraied Calousi
Barreit's house. two miles distant., whis At

other detachment guarded the Houtn 5y dgs,
whiclh was further up the river. It wassiil s
early a8 nine o'clock 1m the moraing eo
a8 'he Fpring was a lorward one the seena mos
have been exceediogly lovely and piocuresqno
Tne pres ot scason s s iste one.sad warer &l
covers mueh of the ground that was solio earth
ou April 19, 17765 bt io spite of this 1b is ditfont
even now to find many loveller spots, Concord s
fortupate not only In owning a bastle fie Je ke
firat in vhe history of the Republit=but in 0 1ing
one ihat |4 80 besutiul, It 18 tmo88 bie
upin this grousd, so rieb o historie s«

and made Ap grann by the berowo detirminns on
Of & lew men, withoat jeeling that oetu e 114 wol
in lavishing &0 much beauty upon 11, iier
are the biils as of yore, changed on'y In
a lew unimporrant particoiars, Thero re lowep
roulders, perhaps, and some stone fences o

up the siopes 1oto Oelds: pat the O 2% ara o

same, and they lorm the Butrrick est !
they dia then, Major John Bustriek, who owneo
the battle fleld, commanded tne ALLRCK!Ge party
aua he left a proud legaey to hiseriiiren gna
Erandohildren and great-grandchiidren. uot Iy
In W8 farm, butin his fawe. His grandong, :
man Duttrick, aied ooly last Dageme r 11 lig
descendanta srill look With pride upon 10e ccena
of his exploits, and tbere ars still (Doss of s
biood to celevrate his dosds of one han ol s
ngo. Down the King's nighwar, side br slde vt
Major Butirik, marched Capratn Isanc tavis, ul

Agton, Wwno, with a momber of bls comp

Abper Hoamer, was the oply man to sl 10 he
struggle nt the bridge. It had bee: 'l pure
pose oif the Concord men ail the moroing
10 rediat—to refaro shot for snuk. Lo oisiaud

our ground," said Wiullam Emersom, wheu Lus
liberty pole had been abandoned and s © 0% sl
tlon taken. “l1 we die iet us die beee.' Mora
prudent connsels preva led, and an aoer iader,
when urged to attack Coloae! Eieazar, Uiooks das
murred, *it will not do,” ne sad, “for 08 10 bogla
the war.” Hut lsaac Davis had sarie! thas
moraing from Acton, declaring, **It 14 tne Kl
highway, and we have the right to marcn vpor
If we maron vo Boston,” Smoks rose rom he
town, and Colonei Barrett gave Malor Butir.c e
order to lead rhe attacking party dows oo
“Men, if you will :ol.ow me," Bu triel salt ep
will go now and see what they are asuu Og
the way he mot Davis as the nead o
the minute-men, aod Wiile the Iwo ware mar h
Ing lnto the J w4 of dearn wids by side, %o Aciou
hero sald, “There 18 DOt & MAD O M7 COmp s
Who Is alraid.” Two pinoks bad been takes up
from tne bridae, and Wore were to 0: fmeoved,
but the Americans ordered tae Brilsh o deeot
Tue response was the voiley Waon bk o0 Darig
and Hoswer. The fOre was returned it da.iy
effect, and o & moment the astonished 1 ousn o
were In coulusion and retre«fiag. Lar cend
were |art where ther leil. Reinforcemsn s - ne ked
the stampede for the momenat, bas tus ¢ T 0p 0 of
those as the bridge was contagious, ani . o0 the
whole column was Aying by the roat lu came. ne
Americans crossed the bills ta the roas 20 dr,
Keyes' honse, still standing between ¢ O iy
nNeid aod the village, and witer traversiog g
mesdows beyond the ridge and belog i hy
the men Irom Billerica and Reading, agsio 0o
the enemy batile at Merriam's Corner, ©org
canno: more firiy dessrine the seene at 1hot g
than those chosen by Mr. Lougfeliow when ce volis

usi—
How the ™ Eave them bal! for ba |
Fr om behun r::eh feuce anl farmyard <l
Chasvg “he ~conis down th+ lane,

.
5 G o
And only pausing 1o fre
THE STAMFEDE OF THE GRENADIERS

It was nigh ooon when the stampe!l: (=came
frretrievable, and such was his despal 1hat (e
dition =a) s Colonel ~mith would have surre i o
at Merriam's Corner if ha could bave ocand uny
one to accept his sword. Bat the porantt w - 4
asorderiy as the retreat, and bastie 1olion e a0
all the way to Cambridge. The King's v
went oy the King's bichway, snd the Frov »
keptto the Seids and woods. Most of the 11
since disappeared, und oniy a few pines ¢
eiustiera nere and there denote the ap Ar. ce
the country must have preseamted. The (01
longer rona over the surface of the hilis ! . '
been cut down and graded to meet mo e°T oo
censities. Overihe rough anda uneven Wi
the British greoadior ran and battled as 0% O
could, while ine farmers, skilled in the us<: o/ i
rifie, and deadiy in 1ts aim, dropped thew: o ' o
wounded n  great pombers ULy the i “
Merciam's Corner Is Merriam's Corner »° |
RO longer shows apy traces of the secor | “ouuin
on \be spot by the brook Whers two mor o0l
soldiers bit the dust. A lAtle furkher oo » o 1ne
wood, and on boih sides of 1t there wa | ‘are
struggle, fired with she Sudbury any,
and then with the whole pursaing ores ot g
tho edge of Lincoln, whers toe severeat su . ante
of the day took plsce. Bat every hillsi ¢ =ns
batile fleid, aimost every iree & JOTEress aod s
the attack continned il tne greasdiers ashed
down the hill Into Lexington, up wiien “hes hao
marcoed a0 gayly in the early moralog. s
Captain Parker and his militia had thelr op) oiin
nity, aod they improved in, and Hors, At Ewo oo
in the alternoon, vecarred the Inat regalsr o o oc
o!f the day. THIS wae the real patule of Leax « «1an
but the massacre of the moroing did mooe W
Aroass the American people an that day o | 1o
many days than all the struggles of thay av iy
wnoi April. At Leximgton Uolomel &mii ».
joined by Lord Perey's brigade; bat tha v o

ne,
ngnin
rosd,

wais conunued alier a Mhort rest and  lLers
was no  respite for tna ugeriing i
ol tne Provineiain antl  the timurn

grenadiers reached Camoridge and we ¢ i
uuder the gans In tHe harbor. Tae Brito. o
300 men that day, Pprobably many more, w
American loss was less than 100, The Einy
besides, an emjite (n Amerioa, for tne Vi

Indegencence nad at lass begun, Outal 1o L
reguiar pursull sprung regular organisaior
000 there Wa4 an ArmyY of patrivis o Uhao
town. It was indeed A glorious morning ' o8
Samncl Adams sald when ne beard e 2o os o
the massacre st Lexingron, buw the glorie:
eveEning wore even more effulgeni, and VLo
fight't gave tirth 1o Buuker Hul aod tbe Fou 50
July nud A the grand actlevements wlinr i ve
mnge the American name Lonored Whefove: aw

wtory of that 48 100l '




